


A GUIDE TO RICHMC

-Richmond ' m-at.; not have
Central Park, but we've pretty much

qo’r everything else coveredin ferms .

- of great public parks.

' ‘We're actually  spoiled. here
with so ‘many qreat parks thot. we
can afford to be downright choosy.
What.is.a “great-park” for you and
your kids? Which activities and

- amenities are most important .to
-you? Here are our cho;ces of: porks

7 {o visik:

_MAYMONT

Maymont is perhaps the best-known pai-k in the

- ‘city. Only two miles west of downtown, Maymont - -
*is along the James River with 100 acres of lush

grounds, rolling hills, and enormous old - “trees,” all
_accessible by a trusty tram.
ARK-BECAUSE: This: former Victorian
-a new bald eagie habitat, a children’s
hay. rides, a zoo and aviary, Japanese and
Ttalign formal ‘gardens; an nature center; as well as
the: Doeley Mansior; carriage: rides; and outstanid-
. -ing educational prégrams and summer camps.

- PRAWBACKS: No traditional ”playground" per
e, ho kdtes.

RESTROOMS At both the Cl'u.ld.ren [ Farm and ;

- the'Nature Genter.
PARKING: Maymont hds three parkmg lots -
* Hampton Street, which is closest to the mansion and
. the gardens, the Robins Nature Center and the
Children’s Fatrh. There is limited street parking as
well; but bié p:epared to walk several blocks. - ..
STROLI.ERS ‘Highly recommended for l'uliy ter-
rain.-
ADMISSION Norie, except at the Nahu-e Center,

- whichi i5 $2-$3. Other atfractions encourage ‘a dona--

. tion. There is & $2-$3 tram fare,
FOOD: Maymont’ Café in the Natu.re Center,
weather permitfing. Plan on brmgmg your own
> gnacks and refreshiments,
- PETS: No. -
. BICYCEES: None * -
ADDRESS: 1700 Hampton Street, plus ancther
entrance on Spottswood Road near the Bou]evard
.-Bridge, Richmond'23220 - - .
C.ON'I'ACT. 358-7166

“Turtles on a log are @ common, yef an extmordmary
sight at Three Lakes Park. (Photo: D West)

THREE LAKES PARK AND
'NATURE CENTER |

GREAT PAI'CK BEéAU;‘E Shdes, ramps, siwings,

and that-foarny rubber fake muich stuff. Ii's a great .
set-up with climbing ropes that lock. like.Spidey’s.
"'web and some real climbing walls. The nature ceri-
tef has a large outdoor fish tank and a huge collec-

tion of turtles, snakes and fish arra.nged in tanks
along: the walls of the building, There's fishing and
hiking. The playground has three main play dreas

..and plenty of open grass areas in between.

DRAWBACKS: This 90-acre park may not have as
many amenities as some others. However, the
50 ODD-gallon aquanum is the only,one of its kind in
Richmondd, -

RESTROOMS: In the nature-center |

PARKING: Lots

STROLLE RS: Jogging st:ro[lers recommended for

gravel trails. : "

ADMISSION: Free, mcludmg the aquanunL ’

. FOOD: None for sale on the premises, butan ideal

place for a pienic with plenty of tables

. PETS: Welcome. - ‘ .
BICYCEES: Not forbldden, but there are fig b:kmg

‘trails, .
ADDPRESS: 400. Sausthta Dnve, one main entrance
CONTACT 261 8230
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JAMES RIVER PARK SYSTEM

CREAT PARK BECAUSE: This 550-acre park is

the largest in Richmond and arguably the most
unusual and diverse. The wilderness takes.-all
forms — rocks, the river itgelf with its class 4 and'5
rapids, meadows, and lots of forest. It offers biking,

.jogging, swimming, tubing, canoeing; fishing,

climbing and everything in betweén. The park

_includes Pony Pasture, Huguenot Flatwater, Belle

Island, Manchester Climbing Waﬂ the Slave Tra:[
and many educational programs.

PRAWBACKS: You're definitely roughm' it there
more than i mest urban parks.-The park is not
geared to the needs of small children}and there is
no designated: playground Make sure to tell others
of your specific plans prior to setting out; and don’t
forget to bring a cell phone in: case-of emergency.
RESTROOMS: Available on special occasions at
the Park Headquarters by. Reedy Creek canoe
launch area.” - )
PARKING: Room for 15 cars at HQ, 30 cars at the
43rd Street entrance, and 45.cars at the 22nd Street
entrance.

“STROLLERS: Jogging stro]ler h:ghly recommend-

ed for trails,

" ADMISSION: Free.
‘FOOD: None for sale on the prerruses, s0 bring
_plenty of your own food and lots of water for your

own rustic picnic.
PETS: Welcome
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ND’s PUBLIC PARKS

BICYCLES: Bring them!
ADDRESS: 4301 Riverside Drive.
CONTACT: 646-8911

ROBIOUS LANDING PARK

'GREAT PARK BECAUSE: This gorgeous 50-acre

park set on the south bank of the James River has
full river access. It has a large secluded playground
with slides, swmgs, and lots of funky things to play
.on, nature trails, river access for swimming, boat
launch, horseshoe pits, sand volleyball, and float-
ing dock for fishing,

DRAWBACKS: No restroom or much shade at the
playground.

RESTROOMS: At the main entrance to the park.
STROLLERS: Jogging stroller. recommended for
trails.

ADMISSION: Free. .

PARKING: Plentiful - enough for about 30 cars.
with some at the playgmund and others at the boat‘

launch area.

FOOD: No concessxons, but ldeal fora covered
picnic at the Playground or on-the bluff overlook-

ing the James and the dock befow.

PETS: Dogs will love the water!

BICYCLES: The playground has a paved circle
that is perfect for kids to nde their tricyeles and
small bikes,

ADDRESS: 3800 James Rlver Road, Midlothian.

CONTACT: 323-1700.

CRUMP PARK/MEADOW
FARM MUSEUM |

DRAWBACKS: It's a bit off the beaten path. But
the two adjoining parks are great finds for toddlers,

- preschoblers, and big kids alike.

RESTROOMS: Next to the Crump Park- play-
ground there is a small Colonial-looking building

- with clean, modern restrooms. At Meadow Farm

GREAT PARK BECAUSE: The expansive 150-

acre Crump Park is one of Henrico’s most enjoy-
able- recreation areas. Don't miss the adjoining

. Meadow Farm, an old farmhouse that has become
- a living museum of middle-class life in the 1860s,
ight down to the raditional garb. It has a state-of- ~

the-art wooded “playground area complete with -

tire swirigs, slides, and a covered picnic area. There
is a fully covered shelter area filled with picnic .
.~ tables that connects to both play areas. At Meadow
Farm you will find many period bLuldmgs and a

Waterplay at Pocahoritas State Park (Photo: Larry Haake, V)

barn with farm animals.

there are indoor restrooms in the modern -
Orientation Center,

STROLLERS: Welcome.

ADMISSION Free at both facilities.

- PARKING: Free [6ts next to both Crump Park and

Meadow Farm. Please note: The distance between
the two areas requires a shori drive,

FOOD: No concession or food ophons on site, but
handy picnic spots abourid.

PETS: Yes, as long as they can get along w:th the

. many animals at Meadow Farm.

ADDRESS: 3400-Mountain Road, Glen Ailen
CONTACT 501-5520 -

-continued-on next page
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Minnicland
Private Day School. Inc.
800-504-2993
www.minnicland.com

EDUCATIONAL PROCRAMS
- INFANT/TODDLER CARE
L 2,3, & 4 YEAR OLD PRESCHOOLS
Junrok KINDERGARTEN
MONTESSORL
BEFORE/AFTER ScrcoL CARE.

,.2 A =
BEFORE AND AFTER ScrOOL an:mms OFFER:
Breakfast and Afternoon Spack
Specialized Extracurricular Activities
Transportaticn to-and-froin school

Homework Room
Sosializing & Organized Club Times
Outdoor Recreation -

rrszer

e e ﬂz«a}; Cosmeiraszrrcssts

Chesterfield
Dental Center™
Accepts “Smiles For Ch]ldren

. Virginia Premier, Carenet, Opﬁmum,_
Anthem HealthKeepers Plus, Sentara

379.7855

Courthouse Road (1-1/Z miles sotrth of Chesterfield Towne Center)

Come in and Ask For Your Free Dental Pack

AN 4 BIALMAKR DADCATS A ARISIIET 2000

f & Medicaid Famis VA Provider |
& aBraces” OrthodontICS-

" CONTACT: 796-4255.

“Suburban Office - Convenient Location

RICHMOND'S PUBLIC PARKS

continued from previous page

‘POCAHONTAS STATE
PARK

LEWIS GINTER
BOTANICAL GARDEN

" GREATPARK BECAUSE: Pocahon-
© tas is the largest state park in Virginia,

spanning more.than 7,000 acres. It
includes Swift Creek Reservoir with-
in its boundaries for lots of water
adventures. There’s swimming, boat-
ing, 58 miles of hiking and. biking
trails, camp sites, two fishing lakes, as
well as nature hikes. There are camp-

fite programs, night hikes, and other.

educational programs at the Nature
and Heritage Centers. The aquatic

. "center includes a kiddie pool; a mod-

em activity. pool for ages 12 and -
under, 3-foot and S5-foot swimmin;

pools; and two enclosed water slides.
PRAWBACKS: Although easily. .
accessible by Route 288, it may be a

longer drive to get there than to some

other local parks.

RESTROOMS: Throughout the.

park as well as the aquatic center,

“campgrounds, amphitheatre, etc.

STROLLERS: Jogging - -strofler rec-
ommended for trails: :

" ADMISSION: Separate.entry and

swimming fods “depending upon -

- ages, weekday/weekend, and activi-

ty. Annual passes and the swimming .-
coupon book offer greater savings

g for frequent visitors. des under 3

are free,

PARKING $4on weekdays and $5- .
ds: Check mto the_annual

plies, and snacks.

7 ol ere.is a snack bar :at the -
- aquatic center, but bring p!enty of
. your rown snacks and .water.” The -
- campground’also has a store swith
souvenirs, toiletries, campmg /sup-

GREAT PARK BECAUSE: Lewis
Ginter typically ranks as one of the
top five tourist destinations in
Richmond,. With plants from around
the world, it truly has something for
everyone. [t has more than 50 acres
of gardens where something is almost
always in bloom. The Children’s
Garden has a tree house, adventure
parkway, international village, and
water and sand play areas complete
with' sprinklers. The KidQuest will
set the kids on a treasure hunt all
over the garden. - :
PRAWBACKS: The Garden has a
relatively higher admission fee than
other parks. -

PARKING: Huge lots at no charge
RESTROOMS: Yes, plus cha.ngmg
tables, water foumams and plr:ruc
tables.
STROLLERS: Yes.
paved. . -
ADMISSION $10 for adults and $6
for kids age 3-12. Kids under 3 ar¢
free, and an annual farmly pass is
$85.

FOORDP: The Garden Caféisa casual
selffserqe eatery with an inexpensive

Pathways are

" menu. In ‘addition, the Tea House

“offers restautant dining overlooking
the gardens, with moderately prlced

PETS:; All weleome, including hérses _—.-'.- :

BICYCLES: Yes! Thls is a blker‘s

paradise.

" ADDRESS; 10301 State Pask Road;

Chesterfield
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