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Adopting
an Open Heart

In Recognition of National Adoption Month

hen people tell us
how lucky Susie
is to have us, we
know better,” says
Mariha, mother of a lithe gin she
and her husband, Steve, adopted
from China. "We are the lucky
ones,”

Like rnany women who wait unil
iater in life o have ¢ baby, Martha
encountered  fertility  problems.
The problems didnt douse the
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couple’s desire to have children, s¢ .

adoption emerged as an attractive
option. Rather than undergo
expensive, iffy fertility treatments,
ey put theyr financial esources
towards an international adoption.
After fwo weeks in Hunan Province
where theay cdopted Susie, they
have never looked back. ™It is an
awesome thing.  can’t say encugh
good things about it,” she declares.
I discovered that pregnancy and
motherhood  are two  separate
things. | couldn’t love her any more
i she had come from us. Being
parents is what it's alt about.”

Many Americans have opened
thei hearts and homes to adoption,
with joyous resulis.

Although couples make the
choice o adeopt for a myriad
of reasons, inferfility is the most
common, Once ey decide to
adopt. hey have severgl oplions,
all requiring the assistance of a
lawyer, Martha and Steve chose
on internafional  adoption, ond
they've enjoyed the large support
network of other parents who hove
adopted from China. In an agency
placement, the agency hascustody

of the baby. Parental placement, or -~

private odoption, puls birth parents
and adoptive parents in cdirect
contact. Although infant adoption
i the most commaon, older children
e alsc  ovaitable, equglly in

nead of the love and support of
responsitle parents.

in  adopting Susie. Martha
and Steve gof assisiance from
Richmond-based  Jewish Family
Services. The nonprafit has helped
cauples in the adoption process
for the past 50 years through
their  award-winning  program,
Adoption with Love. Adoption
with Love offers the home studiss
requited by Virginia law as weil
as the personal guidonce of an
adopion social worker throughout

. the entire process. The agency alse

provides counseling and support
fo pregnant women considesing
adoption.  According 1o sociol
worker Jessica Carty, Adoption
with Love handies 30-40 adoptions
of all types per year.

Waonda and  Emie  Rogers
adopted their two children Jonsen
and tex from South Koreo one
year apart. Affer a refatively short
wait of seven months for each
adoption, an escort flew with the
baby from Seoul to the United
States, As Wanda and Ermie waited
nervously at the airport gate with
their camcorder ready to meet
their firstbaby, the pitot volunteered
o film the event for them. A crowd

of disembarking passengers from:

the fight gathered around to
witness the occasion and cheer
them on, it was incredible! | call
it my bithing moment” Wanda
reminisces with a chuckle. “The
whole thing has been extremely
positive, it's the best thing we ever
did.” Wanda and Emie are afready
looking forward to taking their kids
to visit Korea when they are older.

After dediing with fortility Issues,
Janey and Dove Neff privotely
adopted their son Luke and
gaughter Lity through the help of
an agency. Beccuse they were
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open to adoptling @ child of any
race, both adoptions took place
within @ matter of months. Fesling
blessed with her two healthy and
happy children, Janey cautions
pecple not to miss out on the joys
of adoption for fear that the birth
mother may change her mind. Like
pregnancy, there are occasional
cemplications, butin Virginic, once
a parent voluntarly refingraishes all
rights to o child, the law allows the
parent only 30 days fo change
her {or his) mind. Furthermore, if a
judge terminates parental rights, #
i o finci decision.

local attorney Colleen Quinn,
a partner ot Cantor Arkema, is one
of Virginia's foremost  authorifies
on  gdophon ond  ossisted
reproductive technolegy low. She
has provided counsel in hundreds
of adoptions, surogacy, and
assisted reproduchive technologies
arrangements. Her clients include
cdopting parents, birth parents,
and intended parents. “For 4 birth
mather, the decision 1o give up her
child is offen the greatest act of
ova she canmake,” she says.

For those coupies seeking to
adopt a child, Ms. Quinn advises,
“The key thing is fo be persisient,
Many couples hit o point of
desperation, but you have to
accepf and embrace the search
process in ¢ parental placemaert o
the wait in an agency placement.”
She aiso notes that many ¢ouples
with conception problams become
pregnant right after adopting. "it's
uncanny how # happens,” she
reflects with g smile.

One thing is cleor—the love
between ¢ paent ond child,
wheather adopted or not, is natural.
Recaling fthe words of Susie’s
mother, Martha, they are all the
lucky ones. V




