. Lo;lAnne,Bo_r_neﬂ and Michelle Prysby id_enﬁfying atree.

felping Others. Nurture Nature
/\/\|che||e Prysby & the Master l\lo’rurohs’r Progrom

by Ubby Ccrh/ McNamee

ollowing d lifelong interest in the. environmient, Michelle Prysby has been
busy spreading the word on the Commonwedlth's vast natuidi resources.
It shows. The resulls of her effods. as administafor of Virginia's Master
Naturalisi- Progrom’ are Impressive. Allfiough the program only started -
In 2004, -over 30,000 Virginians hove already attended one of the
many programs dcross Virginia. In addition, the value of time donated by
volumeers has alreditly éxceeded @ whopping ane million’ dollars.
As program adriinistiator, Michelle coordinates the volunteer organizafion that
provides < educuhan ‘oufreach, and- public service fo: beﬁer cpprecmilon of our
nc:furc:l FESOUrCes.: :
* You too can bécome a moster naturalist, réceiving h‘Clinlng and purhmpuhng in
local service projects. The process, which norrally tokes six fo 12 months, cansists
of a 40hour basic fraining course provided by a local chapter, plus sight hours of
advanced frainingas well as 40 hours of volunteer service. Then you are Ieudy to .
takeon a local service project as a fulledged master naturalist]. : :
" The actua] service projects. are diverse, so you can get involved in one that
- interests you, While some are oriented fo éducation, such as runaing o program in -
a state park; others have to do with science, such as collecting data on wildlife: |
For those who-enjoy physical labor, there are plenty of stewardship pr0|ec1s such -
as working on park frails.
- - The Master Noturalist Progrom receives its fundmg jointly fom Flve stale

: agenctes—the Cooperative Extension and the Museum of Noiural History, as
wel| as.the fespectivé depariments of Conssrvation and Recreation, Forestry, and
Garrig, &rid: Inlarid Fisheriss.. Athough' based in the Department of Forestry within -~
Ihe Coilege of chtural Resources at Vlrgmlo Tech, the progiatn exends to-all  proos by Peter Warren

Michelie Prysby identifies a large poisonivy vine,




Spring is & great iime fo get involved in the blossoming .
Master Naturalist program.

. comers.of the Commonwadlh, frem Abingdor_a’ in Southwest Vitgi'nicx to the Eastern

_Shore and then ovér to Arlington in Northern Virginia. - :

Chaptsrs are springing up across Virginia at a rapid pace, initicted by inte;e;stéd-

volunteers with the assistance of an advisor fom a sponsoring agency. When the
program began in 20006, there were 10; today there are 25 with over 600, active
volunteers. Chapters in the W readership area are Riverline in' Hanover Caurty;
Pocahenias in Chesterfisld County; Old Rag in Madison; Central Blue- Ridge in
Nelson Cointy; and Central Piedmont in Cumberand Courity. '

In additicr 1o her other .dufies, Michefle is the Vice President of the Alliance’

of Natural Rescurce Outreach and Service Programs, a nafional ‘organizdiion for
master naturalisype programs.” She quipped, “When I'm_not busy -doing all of
these things, you can find me playing old time music on my fiddle 6r spending fimie
ouldoors.” She'is grateful for her parerits, who fook: hier fo visit many nqtional parks,.

“a neighbor who got her inferested in birds ot her bird feeder, and ‘many teachers.

who encouraged her inferest in natural science. . o o )
Springisa greattime o get involved in the blossomirig Master Noturalist program
Micheile's next maijor event is Virginia's first statewide Invasive Plant Remeval Di
which will take place on Saturday, May 2, 2009. Now that's what-] call spring
cleaning! What better way 16 start than by removing plants rict native to Virginia
. For more information about the Virginia Master Naturalist Program, call 43487

- 4580, visit www.virginiamasternaturalistorg, or email mastemaurdlist@vizedu:

bby Carty McMNomee is o locel freelance writer and mothes, excited fo check out the .
oeohonkas Chapter of the Virginia Master Naturalist Program. Check out Libby's wéb
site at www.libbymenamee.com. . o ' - i .
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