" long with the arival of April showers, the month of Aprl marks National -

Child Abuse Prevention Month, Fach April the local nonprofit Greater
Richmond SCAN {Sfop Child Abuse Now) launches @ massive public
awarengss compaign, disiribuling 30,000 blue ribbens and educational
handouts throughout the community while still providing child abuse prevention cnd
" treatment services for the mefro Richmond arec.

This yecr SCAN will launch an innevative program called FAM at FAMRichmiond.
oig. FAM. will provide o ceniral clearinghouse for local parenting information,
upceming educaticnal opportunities, and links to other helpful Web sites. The site
will serve as "parenting central” for fathers and mothers, friends arid mentors, and
everyday fomilies. "Our goal is fo make existing services more uecessible fo parents
50 they have the fools to raise happy and healthy children. Through this campaign

we hope to ndrmalize the process for all parents lacking for help and reduce any

sligma’ associated with it,” says SCAN's Executive Director Jeanine Harper.

A vilet part of the FAM inlliative will include a help line, 1-800-CHILDREN,
available to any and oll parents seeking advice. Provided by Preveni Child Abuse
Virginia (PCAV), the line will be open 24 hours a day with experts fielding calls.
Johanna Schuchert, Execuiive Director of PCAY, explains, “Parenting is hard, but
asking for help should be easy. We want to reach out to those parents thinking, ‘I

- wish | had someone 1o calf right now."” She chuckles to herself as she recounts, “The
father of a three-weekold baby recently grumbled to me, You get more directions
when you buy @ carl’ And you know what? He's tightl We-want fo help with

that” Ms. Schuchert confinues, *We realizé- now that child abuse stems from a

combination of a lack of emotional support, parenting information and experience.
By promoling pesitive parenfing, we can help families aveid situations that may
lead fo abuse and neglect” N

As cinother vitl facet of FAM, SCAN will also offer pc:renhng suppart group, °

Circle of Parents. This weekly program will be geared to lowe-risk families to culiivate
a free exchange of ideas, information and resources. Led by the actual parents and

caregivers, Circle of Parents will strive to provide a welcoming environment for ah._

open discussion about the challenges of raising children.

Richmend's network of child abuse prevention professionals shows teamwork |

at its-fipest. SCAN's Child Advocacy Center (CAC) provides a centrat focility o

etrarrnlina thair miffidicrinfinan: affore Newr svens child anfers the svstem there

" rather than trickling in through various agencies. Once at. the CAC, one forensic

interviewsr cenducts o singls comprehensive inferview that is videotaped for the

“rest of the various professionals to view, including YCU Medical Center's Child

Protective Team, the Depariment of Social Services, and Richmond law enforcement.
Gone are the days when a child victim had to retell his/her story over and over fo
o new person every fime. In addition, the child meets with investigators at the CAC
and receives his/her medical examination ther ,I.c:sT but not lecst, SCAN provides
mental health services af the CAC from the olisel fo both the child and the non-

. oﬂ:endlng parent to provide emoiional support:

“Everyone brings something worthwhile o the fable fe, notes Dr. Robin Foster .
Director of the Child Protective Team, which freals roughly 850 children per year.

_ “Altheugh the leaming curve-remains steep, professionals. fodoy are much better -

educated chout detecting’ the patterns of unhealthy behcwor leading to child
abuse.”

In ancther effective inifiative, the Yirginic Bar Association Young Lerwyers Division
teamed up with the Office of the Altorney General to ciéale g video, the firsf of
its kind in Virginia. Entitled Profecting Children: A Mandated Reporter’s Guide to |
Recognizing and Reporig Child Abuse & Neglect, the video taigets the thousands
e who e required fo r'ego'ri child abuse, providing

guidance on detecting
the reporling process:

of two to three. dlsclosures each. :
The W|desprecd efforis across Richmond io prevenf child abuse allow us to hope
that all of ourichildren wljl have- !he chunce fo. b|ossom into May flowers.
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