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have always been an
academic and career-minded
person, focused on climbing
up the ladder to achieve that
elusive notion of success.
After much internal debate
and encouragement from
my husband, I decided o make some
bold changes in my life. I quit my job
as a lawyer to pursue ray fifelong dream
of writing a novel—and to uy to get
pregnant before turning forry.

The next spting with a baby well on
the way, I had finished my novel and
was wairing nervously to hear back from
literary agents in New York. Suddenly
finding myself with lots of free time,
I felt like a failure. Trying to be
productive, 1 decided to artend a local
morher's group. ! thought it would be a
good idea to meet some other wemen in
the neighborhood before the onslaughe
of dealing with a newborn. (Plus { heard
that they would deliver five dinners o
you when you had a baby.)

Once 1 patked on the street
surrounded by a fleet of shiny

nondescript minivans, [ was already
intimidated. By the time I waddied
up the walkway and slapped on my
nametag in the hostesss pristing foyer,
I felt as conspicuous as a pineapple in
Alaska. As the perky women chaftered
on about organizing playgroups and
comparing kindergarten rteachers, |
sruggled for something, anything, to
contribute to the conversation. For
once | was without words. :

Finally one bubbly young fmother
of thrce boys asked me, “So ;
you do?”

Happy to be back in.
territory, | responded with a fong-
winded answer explaining thac'f was a
lawyer by trade but had quit my jeb o
write 2 novel, etc.

She listened politely until I finished
but then burst out Jaughing. no!
I was asking you when are you DUE
I blushed as red as tomato pastgias she
continued with a condescendi ile,
“You first timers are all so alie—so
into your careers.” ¥

by Libby Carty McNamee

Looking for a FUN and PRODUCTIVE
night out with the Girlfriends? *.

Spend under TWO HOURS in our kitchen and leave with TWELVE entrees that you make yourself

each ready-to-cook-or-freeze sewing 4 - 6 people. We do all the recipe-planning, grocery shopping,
washing, chopping, slicing and dicing for you.

You and your girlfriends can just stroll through the Kitchen assembling your meals to your taste,
with a libéral helping of laughs and chit-chat. Take a snack break in our Jiving room.

Sing along with ABBA while preparing pork chops with combread stuffing, ’
This is My Girdfriend's Kitchen, after all. We want you to have a good time.
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How much for all this food and fun?

Just $189, including all the disposable aluminum pans youw'll need. That's
about $2.64 per individual serving, so we're a great value too. OR 3225 if
you'd prefer to pick up your meals already assembled. (For $10 more, we'll
even deliver to nearby zip codes.}

£

Register on-line: www.mgfk.com

My Girlfind's Kitche:

204.794.5732
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